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Swedish COVID-19 Data Portal

https://covid19dataportal.se

• The Swedish COVID-19 Data Portal 
provides information, guidelines, 
tools and services to support 
researchers utilizing Swedish and 
European infrastructures for data 
sharing, in particular the European 
COVID-19 Data Portal

• Assignment from Swedish Research 
Council to SciLifeLab Data Centre

• Data management support for 
Swedish COVID-19 research 
programs

• Focus on FAIR data sharing
• Launched June 2020



What is SciLifeLab? 

Government appointed mission as a 
national research infrastructure in 
life sciences: 2014-

Coordinator of a new national 12-year 
3 BSEK KAW program of data-driven 
life science (DDLS) 2021-

Research collaboration in life 
sciences (SFO) across the four host 
universities (KTH, SU, KI and UU) in 
Mälardalen (2010-)

A hub for the 
advancement
of molecular
biosciences in 
Sweden
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Science for Life Laboratory: National infrastructure 
with 10 platforms, 40 facilities



SciLifeLab and 
Wallenberg 
National Program 
for Data-Driven 
Life Science 

12 years, 3.1 BSEK, 11 partners



Active role of data sharing in data-driven life science
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Swedish COVID-19 data portal 

Interoperability between healthcare regions complicated in Sweden.
Meta-data collection varies between regions and data flow from healthcare to research not straightforward.
Obstacles also include consent handling, legal and regulatory obstacles, e.g. longitudinal studies integrating health data and research data.

Labs with sequencing assignments 
from healthcare

SciLifeLab Data Centre

e-infrastructure

Data portal 
collaboration DDLS, COVID-19

research program

Projects with ELIXIR coordination
Data management support
Brokering services
SciLifeLab bioinformatics platform

Brokering data 
submissions

Technology service platforms

Universities

Pandemic preparedness
Precision medicine



Swedish COVID-19 Data portal

(updated 2021-05-24)

Next phase of portal:

- Vaccine research 
- Pandemic preparedness
- Healthcare
- e-infrastructure



COVID-19 Data Portal source code openly available

https://github.com/ScilifelabDataCentre/covid-portal



Regional sequencing data



Data and code re-use competition

https://covid19dataportal.se/data_code_reuse/

• Demonstrate value in reuseable data and the reach of the 
COVID-19 Data Portal with students as particular target 
group

• Open to everyone, even internationally

• Open until Sept 15

• Winning projects will receive support to promote project or 
enable follow-up work

• Entries to be submitted as SciLifeLab Data Repository 
items

https://covid19dataportal.se/data_code_reuse/


• Rapid international response - EC COVID-19 data platform

• Clear national mandate to develop Data Portal

• Active project support for rapid data sharing and community building

• Existing national and European infrastructure with established collaboration network, 
existing data infrastructure, and capacity to re-prioritize resources

• Well-organised research programs requiring rapid FAIR data sharing

• Direct involvement of researchers in development of interoperable services

• Funding

What we learned: critical components



datacentre@scilifelab.se https://covid19dataportal.se
@scilifelab_DC

Credits

Funding:

Swedish Research Council

Thank you to:

Partner projects
Data contributors
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