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Thanks to:
EBI - Guy, Amonida & colleagues, 
ELIXIR-Sweden - Johan Rung, 
Galaxy Europe - DE: Björn Gruning + BE: Frederick Coppens,
CRG > ViralBeacon + federated EGA Node > Jordi, Arcadi, 
Laureen Fromont, Marta Ferri, Mauricio Moldes & Fred Haziza., 
working spaces: UseGalaxy.ES (Hugo Jiménez, Laia Codo, JL 
Gelpi), VRE (Laia Codo, JM Fernández, JL Gelpi) and others

https://tr.cloudmagic.com/h/v6/link-track/1.0/1613073897907149-2ae33eea-dbb9-b58e-127c-b7debe278fa4/1613073880/c866e95b3396b28040bf63862988e48c/96d21be4eacfdbf46c482e9aec803862/b6dcdf6089345c00fea64309b5b4cd77?redirect_uri=http://UseGalaxy.ES
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COMMON VARIABLES FROM EHRs
-ISARIC LIKE



Collaboration with hospitals and heath systems

Network of Translational Bioinformatics Groups in Research 
Institutes of  Spanish Hospitals.  (INB hosted)

IMPaCT
Building the framework for  the National Personalized 

Medicine initiative by the Health Ministry

https://inb-elixir.es/transbionet



Viral Genomes



In a letter released on 29 January (see 
go.nature.com/3rtjgj5), Apweiler and others call for 
researchers to post their genome data in one of a triad of 
databases that don’t place any restrictions on data 
redistribution: the US GenBank, the EBI’s European 
Nucleotide Archive (ENA) and the DNA Data Bank of 
Japan, which are collectively known as the International 
Nucleotide Sequence Database Collaboration (INSDC).

Senjuti Saha, a microbiologist who works 
on SARS-CoV-2 genomes at the Child 
Health Research Foundation in Dhaka, says 
that she appreciates the call for open data 
beyond what GISAID offers, but worries 
that it might further dissuade researchers 
in low- and middle-income countries 
(LMICs) from uploading data until they 
have analysed them.

500 scientists, including the 2020 chemistry Nobel 
laureate Emmanuelle Charpentier, and the head of the 
COVID-19 Genomics UK Consortium, Sharon Peacock. 

Some researchers told Nature that besides arguments about equity 
and openness, there is an issue with GISAID’s differential control 
over how registered users can download its data. 

Anyone can anonymously access the INSDC’s data and use 
them as they want, but GISAID requires that users confirm 
their identity and agree not to republish the site’s genomes 
without permission from the data provider. 

PRO

AGAINST

Access to SARS-Cov-2 genomes is essential to trace new variants and prevent outbreaks

GISAID lacks: quality control, full genome informationand  & data reuse.



COVID-19 as opportunity

• The GDPR was created to regulate and promote the use of data for research (secondary use), 
but some interpretations are very restrictive and harmful to the general interests.

• Genome data are available at the EGA (European Genome Phenome Archive). To access them, 
you must ask permission from an ethical committee that provides access codes.

• The biggest problem for the advancement of biomedicine is access to medical information.
The clinical data stored in medical records (the largest experiment made by humanity is by nature 
heterogeneous and irregular, and largely in free text form, with access technical, legal and 
practical difficulties. A social, ethical, political, scientific and technical challenge.

• FAIR-X –beyond FAIR – equilibrated data sets, preventing biases in particular gender biases.

• The European Open Science Cloud and the European Health Data Space addressing the 
problems of data access, quality and interoperability – including data protection.
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