
The European
COVID-19 Data Platform

Rolf Apweiler, Director, EMBL-EBI



Foundations and partners



Organisation

EMBL-EBI European Research Infrastructures

COVID-19 
Research International initiatives

National Infrastructures



Components
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https://www.covid19dataportal.org/

Federated European 
Genome-phenome Archive

COVID-19 Data Portal

SARS-CoV-2 Data Hubs Engagement & Coordination

https://www.covid19dataportal.org/


COVID-19 Data Portal
• Over 2,000,000 records across 

molecular platforms and literature
• Access to data resources and tools
• 70 linked “related” resources
• Web, API and download

Biomolecular data snapshot mid-May 2021
Literature data snapshot mid-April 2021



Infrastructure . Data . People . Trust



Value for the scientific community and the public

• Mobilised open data
• Ease of access to multiple, integrated sources of data
• European coordination
• Centralised data
• Connectivity
• Data standards



connecting across 
countries

connecting across 
diverse data types

connecting open  & 
access-controlled data

A component of the future European Health
Data Space



Looking forward - challenges and opportunities

Challenges
• Diverse domains with diverse 

goals and priorities
• Incoherent standards
• Lack of cross domain coordination

Opportunities
• ELIXIR as the coordinating 

organisation
• Interoperability Platform

• Bringing communities together
• Serology expert network

• Encouraging establishment of 
community standards

• Integrating range of data types
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