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Diamond Open Access

❖  An equitable model of scholarly communication 
where authors and readers are not charged fees for 
publishing or reading 

❖  Community-owned : scholarly communities own 
and control all content-related elements of scholarly 
publishing

❖  Diamond OA thus engages the scholarly community 
in all aspects of the creation and ownership of 
content-related elements, from journals and 
platform, publications, reviews, preprints, decisions, 
data, and correspondence to reviewer databases



Why Diamond Open Access?

❖  ensures equity by not charging fees 
  to authors or readers 

❖  allows researchers to take back control 
  of  scholarly content

❖  allows research funders to control publication costs

❖  ensures diversity and multilingualism
Unit cell of the diamond structure, emphasizing tetrahedral 
units and the face-centered Bravais lattice.



❖March 2021: 
Open Access Diamond Journals Study (OADJS) recommendations:
Recommendation 3.1: “Create an Open Access Diamond Capacity Centre”.

❖March 2022:
Action Plan for Diamond Open Access (Science Europe, cOAlition S, 
OPERAS, and the French National Research Agency (ANR)): 
“Create a dedicated nonprofit Capacity Centre for Diamond Publishing 
(CCDP) within 30 months that provides technical, financial, and training 
services and resources at different levels to eligible journals and editors.”

❖ September 2022-January 2023: 
Launch of the EC-funded DIAMAS (€3m) and  CRAFT-OA (€5m) projects to 
develop the building blocks of the European Diamond Capacity Hub.

A collective and long-term effort



Building a Global Diamond OA community…

• 1st Diamond OA Conference on 19-20 September 2022 in Zadar, Croatia brought the 
Diamond OA community together in person to discuss the Action Plan for Diamond OA

• 2nd Diamond OA Conference as part of the 
1st Global Summit on Diamond OA on 23-27 October 2023 in Toluca, Mexico saw the 
emergence of a global Diamond OA community, and emphasised community ownership 

• 2nd Global Summit on Diamond OA on 8-14 December 2024 in Cape Town, South Africa 
sees the continued growth of the global Diamond OA community, and emphasises social justice 
– this was confirmed in the Toluca – Cape Town Declaration on Diamond OA

• 3rd Global Summit on Diamond OA hosted by DST-Centre for Policy 
Research, India

• 4th Global Summits on Diamond OA Hosted by Indonesian Journal Volunteers (Relawan 
Jurnal Indonesia), Indonesian University in partnership with Indonesia’s National Research and 
Innovation Agency (BRIN) 

• All organised by a collaboration between African, American, and European partners, with 
UNESCO!

https://www.scienceeurope.org/events/diamond-oa-conference/
https://globaldiamantoa.org/en/home-2/
https://doasummit.uct.ac.za/
https://doasummit.uct.ac.za/


… and in Europe!



The European Diamond Capacity Hub (EDCH)

● Diamond OA journals in Europe are currently isolated, 
fragmented and challenged by technical capacity, 
management, visibility, and sustainability.

● The EDCH aims to strengthen the Diamond OA community 
in Europe by supporting European institutional, national and 
disciplinary Diamond publishers and service providers at 
national, disciplinary, institutional level.

● The EDCH will provide these Diamond OA stakeholders with an 
overall coordination and services at scale, thus increasing 
their sustainability

● The EDCH is fiscally hosted by OPERAS Research 
infrastructure and will benefit from its distributed structure 
(national nodes)



Quality alignment and self-assessment of 
Diamond OA publishers and service 
providers. A benchmark for Diamond OA 
publishing.

The authoritative list of Diamond OA journals 
that satisfy the 6 operational criteria of 
Diamond OA.

Training modules and curricula for editorial 
and technical support staff. Learning 
Management System with self-paced 
courses and evaluation. 

A living toolsuite bringing together articles 
and descriptions of best practices on how to 
run a Diamond OA journal.

Community management: a Forum for 
Diamond OA communities of practice and 
collaboration. A Registry of organisations 
involved in Diamond OA.

Digital resources, interoperability tools, 
publishing software enhancements and 
add-ons.

Services



The Portal: diamas.org 



The Standard and its Self-assessment Tool: diamas.fecyt.es



The Toolsuite: toolsuite.diamas.org  



The Training Platform: coming soon



The Diamond Discovery Hub: coming soon



Publishing Tools: work in progress on github.com/operas-eu



The Registry for organisations: coming very soon



The Forum for people: coming very soon
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Participation: three levels
❖Supporting Members – Steering Committee

❖ Public or non-profit organisations (e.g. charities, foundations, associations, RFOs, RPOs) whose 
legal mission is to fund and/ or perform research and scholarship. 
(ANR: €250k, CNRS: €80k)

❖ Chair: Lidia Borrell-Damián (Science Europe)

❖Operational Members – Executive Committee 
❖ National and international organisations that are engaged in aspects of Diamond OA publishing, 

and willing to provide in-kind contributions by leading essential EDCH Task Forces and Services 
(OPERAS, Science Europe, cOAlition S, FECYT, OpenEdition, SPE)

❖ Co-coordinators: Pierre Mounier (OPERAS) & Johan Rooryck (cOAlition S) 
Executive Manager: Irakleitos Souyioultzoglou (OPERAS)

❖  Community members – Assembly
❖ Diamond Capacity Centers, Diamond Publishers and Service Providers.

❖ Two co-chairs



Task Forces
Quality 
Alignment:

FECYT

Support alignment in the community 
on an ambitious quality standard: The 
Diamond OA Standard (DOAS)

Tools & 
Technology

Provide the community with publishing 
tools and ensure technical 
interoperability.

Skills & 
Competencies

OpenEdition

Developing training modules and 
curricula for editorial and technical 
support staff.

Diamondisatio
n

Enabling Diamond publishers to 
facilitate the transition of existing 
journals to Diamond OA and the 
creation of new ones in disciplines 
lacking Diamond options.

Community

OPERAS

Ensure communication and engagement 
with the community of Diamond 
providers, outreach to national 
communities and languages, translation 
of tools.

Fundraising

(ANR, CNRS, 
SPARC Europe)

Expand the Funders-Sponsors-Donors 
(FSD) network of DCH.



EDCH is FOR and BY the 
community!

FOR: benefit from services and tools
BY: share your resources and contribute to the 
common good



Coordinating with 
national initiatives 

● National infrastructures: 
OpenEdition, Hrcak, journals.fi, 
PUBIN

● National funding agencies 
and schemes : ANR, FNSO, 
DFG, Fecyt, FCT

● Umbrella organisations: 
Science Europe, cOAlition S, 
LIBER, OASPA, AEUP, EIFL, 
EAU, OpenAIRE

● OPERAS national nodes



Muito obrigado !
pierre.mounier@operas-eu.org 

mailto:pierre.mounier@operas-eu.org

