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COAR is an international association that brings together individual

repositories and repository networks in order to build capacity, align policies

and practices, and act as a global voice for the repository community.

ǒOffice is based in Germany and Portugal

ǒOver 150 members and partners on all 5 continents

ǒWe are not a service provider

www.coar-repositories.org

http://www.coar-repositories.org/


A Global Knowledge Commons

ñ...position repositories as the foundation for a distributed, globally networked 

infrastructure for scholarly communication, on top of which layers of value added 

services will be deployed, thereby transforming the system, making it more 

research-centric, open to and supportive of innovation, while also collectively 

managed by the scholarly community.ò



E.g. MIT Libraries as an Open 

Global Platform

Institutions provide 

stable long-term 

access to and 

preservation of 

content 

Researchers and 

research  communities 

provide content + peer 

review

A Global Knowledge Commons



Building on Paul Ginspargôs 

vision
ña  relatively complete raw 

archive unfettered by any 

unnecessary delays in 

availabilityò, on top of 

which ñ[a]ny type of 

information could be 

overlayed é  and 

maintained by any third 

partiesò, including tools for 

validation,  filtering and 

communication (Ginsparg, 

1994)

https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?ohZpQa


Innovation in scholarly communication?



An idea whose time has come?

ÅDysfunctionality of the scholarly communication system

ÅPrice inflation and increasing vendor control

ÅRise of preprints

ÅPolicy drivers for open research

ÅPromotion of the knowledge commons, and academy-

owned infrastructure

ÅCOVID-19é





COVID-19 pandemics

Å Significant rise of preprints, especially on the biomedical field, in 

absolute terms, in relative weight on the total of publications, and on 

visibility and impact, not only on academic impact (citations), but 

especially in societal impact (Altmetrics, traditional media, and social 

media);



COVID-19 pandemics

Å Significant reduction on publication time for COVID-19 articles 

(study found 6 day median time from submission to publication, 

compared to more than 100 days for all the articles in the same journals, 

other reported drop from 117 to 60 days average)

a, COVID-19 articles. d, Articles published in the same journals in 

2019 in which COVID-19 articles were published







Pubfair Architecture



Overlay journals

ñThe editors of an overlay journal locate suitable material from open access 

repositories and public domain sources, read it, and evaluate its worth. This 

evaluation may take the form of the judgement of a single editor or editors, or a 

full peer review process.ò (Wikipedia: ñOverlay Journalò, accessed Oct 2019)

ǒBuilt on arXiv

ǒNo charges for readers or 

authors

ǒAuthors submit articles

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overlay_journal

